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In our day to day life, living a life of the believer is not easy. Every day we face a battle and we are in the battlefield. The Bible says that, we are engaged in a spiritual warfare against our enemy:
Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
We cannot win over our enemy with our own power and strength but, the good news
is, the enemy is not powerful than our God. The One who is with us is greater than the
enemy we are facing (1 John 4:4) and when we are on God’s side, we are on the side of
victory.
In this eBook, I would like to share the things which I have learned through my spiritual journey from the Israelites crossing over the Jordan followed by the two battles and
deception. This eBook, will help you to learn about how to cross over your Jordan and
face the problems in your life to claim the heritage that God has for your life.
Joshua is a book of victories and defeat. It is a book about the possession of the nation
that God has promised and how the people of Israel battled against the odds and took
over the land of Canaan – their promised land. And to win the battle they had to obey
God and depend entirely on Him. Whenever they went on their own power to the battlefield, they failed. This eBook is about the battles Israel faced in order to claim that
promise from God.
God Bless you!
(Note: Please have your Bible with you while reading this eBook)
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G e t Re a d y t o Fa c e Yo u r
Challenges
Everyone know the story of Israelites, how God made them come out of Egypt and
guided them into the Promised Land. So, did everyone who come out of Egypt entered into
the promise Land? Sadly, the answer is ‘NO’. When Israelites were led out of Egypt by
God, we often see them murmuring and being disobedient to God. They did not trust God
fully and as a result, when they reached the edge of the Promised Land Canaan, they sent
spies into the land which was not needed, as God has already promised them that they will
take over the land of Canaan. But still, God allowed them to spy the land and out of 12
spies, 10 came with a negative report. Yes! They gave a negative report of what God had
already given them as positive. They were afraid to face the giants in the land and hence
God said to them, “Ok, you people don’t want to enter into the Promised Land. Fine! Then
stay out of it till the next generation comes.” Yes, due to their disobedience and lack of faith
in God, He made them wander in the wilderness for 40 years. And when that generation
passed away, God again led the people into the land of Canaan.
Friends, when God is leading you into something, just trust Him, close your eyes and
follow Him. Dare not doubt Him. Else, we might lose what God has for us rather than
possessing it.
So, the book of Joshua starts with Moses handing over his job to Joshua. Wait a
second... An entire generation died in the wilderness and how did anyone enter
into the Land of Canaan? Among 12 spies, only 10 gave a negative report. There
were two heroes, Caleb and Joshua who were ready to go into Canaan and claim it
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Get Ready to Face Your Challenges

for them. So, except Joshua and Caleb, no one else entered into the land of Canaan from
their generation.

We always have to
move forward in
our spiritual
journey.

We always have to move forward in our spiritual journey.
Remember, there would be hurdles and obstacles when we are
on a journey and the roads we travel wouldn’t be without jumps
and bumps. If we ignore the travel, we might miss what God has
for us, as the generation of Israel missed entering into their
promise land. Disobedience made them wander into the
wilderness instead of possessing what God had given to them.

The Bible says in I Samuel 15:22 (NIV) as,

We knew that, the disobedience of Saul cost him lose his kingship. It didn’t affect him
alone, his entire generation lost God’s favor to be the king of Israel and God chose David in
the place of Saul. And this life of Israelites is very similar to our life. Sometimes, we reject
God and go behind this world and at times, we forget about our past and start a blame-game
with God. Let us start exploring ourselves as we learn some of the lessons from the book of
Joshua through this eBook.

Joshua knew everything about Israelites. He has seen their corruption, disobedience,
murmurs, unfaithfulness, etc... He has been wandering with them for the past 40 years in the
wilderness. Sometimes, when we see many incidents happening around us, a question may
arise, “Why is this happening to us even though we are obedient, faithful and trusting
God?” Friends, remember! There is a time for everything. Though Joshua and Caleb didn’t
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fall into the category of disobedient Israelites, they had to wait for 40 years to enter into the
land that the Lord has promised to them. After the death of Moses, the Lord spoke to
Joshua asking him to lead the people in Joshua 1:1,

We can see that, as soon as God commanded Joshua, he didn’t give any excuse and
accepted the challenge immediately. It was not an easy thing to lead the hard-heartened
people who behaved like a chameleon, changing their heart whenever their circumstances
and situation changed. And Joshua should have crossed his middle age. Also remember, the
river Jordan was flooded and not dry (Joshua 3:15). In spite of this, he just obeyed God and
started his journey as a leader.
Every one of us sometimes faces a very hard situation in our life. But God wants us to
cross that Jordan and come to the next side. And He has already parted the ways of Jordan –
He has already made a way for us and is waiting for us to enter into the promises He has
given to us. Friends, if you are in such a situation, just hold on tight to God, and follow Him
where He leads. It is not going to be with you forever. When you take courage to face it and
cross it, He has planned a something beautiful for you, the other side. All we need to do is,
obey, trust, follow and hold on to His promises.
The next thing was, the people of Israel were about to enter the land they have never
walked before. It was unknown to them. But, they knew Who led them. They knew the Lord
of the future. And, yes! None of us know what our future holds, but we know Who holds
our future. Many times, we are afraid to face the unknown things ahead of us and plan to
stay where we are. But remember, following God into this unknown place or day or
whatever it is, It will make us to completely depend on Him and we will be on the side of
victory.
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Get Ready to Face Your Challenges

So, How are we going to get ready to face our challenges?

Joshua was ready to face all the challenges, only when he recognized God’s promises to
him.
God promises in Joshua 1:5 as,

God promises Joshua that He will be with him throughout his journey. He said to
Joshua, “I will not leave you nor forsake you.” So, when God says this, He means that we
are not alone. And it was a very important moment for Joshua as he was about to take over
the leadership from Moses and his shoulders were about to be loaded up with roles and
responsibilities. This is the promise God is giving us today. He says that He will never leave
us nor forsake us. Today, you might be worrying about your future or you might be
worrying about your kids or you might be worrying about your new job or a project. You
might be into new roles and responsibilities which you think you might not be able to
handle, but, He says that He will never leave you nor forsake you. He asks us to come and
rest on Him in Matthew 11:28 which says,

We must never forget the past where God had worked. Joshua had been with Moses
throughout the journey and Joshua knew what God was doing. He has seen God leading
them miraculously in the wilderness. God reminds Joshua that the success of Moses was
because of Him and now, the same success would follow Joshua as He will be with Joshua
just as He was with Moses.
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Today, the Lord is giving us the same promise. He is the same yesterday, today and
forever. So, when you think of the challenges you are facing and you are about to face, just
know that it is going to be alright because you are not facing it alone. God is with us and He
is working in our lives when we can’t see what He is doing.

Joshua had many kings waiting for him when he entered the Promised Land. We will
never know what he would have felt like. He had many challenges ahead of him. In Joshua
1:6, God said to him,

If you have strength but not
courage you will do nothing, if you
have courage without strength
you can do nothing.

God repeats this to Joshua, He says this three
times. When God stress a Word

again and

again, it should be very important to us. He
asked Joshua to be strong and have courage. If
you have strength but not courage you will do
nothing, if you have courage without strength
you can do nothing.

Like the enemies faced by Joshua those days, we also face a powerful enemy. It is not
that easy to lead a victorious Christian life. Satan tries at every turn to tempt us and trips us
down. He is described as a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8), a liar (John 8:44), an accuser
(Revelation 12:10) among other things. Though enemies may appear to try to keep you
from the land, if you believe and trust in God, none can stand in your way. That’s because
God was always with us. Did you catch the words God spoke? "I will not leave you or
forsake you" (Joshua 1:5). Ever heard those words before? Jesus said the same thing in
Matthew 28:20,
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We need to be strong and have the courage to face everything in this world. Victory
comes from the courage to step out of these worldly things and depend totally on God.

Finally, God asks Joshua not to be frightened or dismayed in Joshua 1:9,

There will be things that seek to frighten and stop us from moving forward in our
relationship with God. If the enemy can frighten us into ineffectiveness then he has already
won. But perfect love drives out fear (1 John 4:18).
Are you frightened or dismayed today? Frightened here means to "dread." To be
dismayed means to "have a breakdown." We can easily worry and become so anxious about
the battle when fear begins to overshadow faith. We, like the Apostle Peter, begin to focus
on the waves instead of focusing on Jesus and that’s when we begin to sink. You can
actually work yourself down into defeat. When all you see is the struggle, you lose hope and
are unable to move.
Instead, focus on worship and on the wonderful Lord we serve; a Lord who promises
to be with us no

matter what! In John chapter 16 verse 33, Jesus says,

And also He has promised us that His peace will be with us in John 14:27,
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Every promise of God comes with a condition in it. God gives Joshua a condition
along with the promise in Joshua 1:8,

God asked Joshua not to get departed from the Book
of the law which implies that he should read it and study
it, so that he will observe it as God said. God's promise to
Joshua was that if he lived his life around the Law of God,
God would prosper him in everything he does and God
would make him very successful. Without reading the

So, Have you read
your Bible today?


Read



Meditate



Observe

word of God, we won’t know what it is.
The Psalmist says in Psalms 119:11,

And in Psalm 37:31 as,

Joshua had been one of the original spies sent out to see the Promised Land. The
memory of its beauty had not dimmed. But he also remembered the walled cities and the
trained armies. But notice! Joshua’s instructions for success had nothing to do with the
upcoming battles.
To be successful, Joshua had to do three things. Joshua was told to,
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1.

Meditate on God’s word

2.

Talk about God’s word

3.

Be careful to do all that was written in the Book of the law.

You need to obey all
His commands, not
just ‘PICK AND
CHOOSE’ !

If he does that, he would be successful. If you want to be
successful in life, you need to live according to God’s
Book. That means that you need to obey all His commands,
not just pick and choose. He doesn’t want us to change
them to suit our needs. Faith and obedience are
everywhere, linked in Scripture, for true faith releases us
from our fears and results in obeying God gladly.

Here are three promises which God gave to Joshua to get ready to face the challenges ahead:
1.

A promise of land - Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I
have given you, as I said to Moses. (Joshua 1:3)

2.

A promise of victory - No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of
your life (Joshua 1:5)

3.

A promise of His presence - As I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will
not leave you nor forsake you. (Joshua 1:5)

You may be facing something today! There may be something that is paralyzing your
heart. God sees your heart. It may be the sin or things from the past or the fear of your
future that is crippling you. But do not fear. The Lord holds the future. Notice God does not
say, “Everywhere your foot shall trod I will give you,” but rather, “I have given unto you.”
He’s already done it. With God, there’s no yesterday, today, or tomorrow. So, get ready to
face the challenges ahead and get the possession of your inheritance which God has
already set for you.
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Ra h a b - A Wo m a n o f G o d
As we read Joshua, we meet a woman – who left everything and accepted the Only
True God and followed Him till the end of her life. In this chapter, we are going to learn
about that woman who got her name into the genealogy of Christ and also made her name
into the Hebrews ‘Heroes of Faith’.
The second chapter of Joshua starts with Joshua sending two men to spy the land of
Jericho secretly and they went into the house of a harlot – whose name is Rahab. Jericho,
also known as the city of palms was located near the Jordan River and the children of Israel
had to get past this city to enter into their promised land. So, in the house of Rahab, these
two spies gather some information:
1.

She acknowledged that the people of Jericho are terrified and fainthearted because of
the God who is leading Israelites. They have already heard the miracles done by the
Lord who dried up the water of the Red sea and destroyed the king of the Amorites.
(Joshua 2:10).

2.

She acknowledged that the God of Israel is the true God (Joshua 2:11).

3.

She asked for a promise from the two spies to show kindness unto her and her father’s
house and deliver them from destruction (Joshua 2:12).
Rahab had heard about the God of Israel (Joshua 2:10), she knows that Jericho would

fall but at the same time, she was introduced to a true and a living God. She not only heard
about it but also was ready to accept it as well. Instead of getting afraid about the God of
Israel, her heart now blossomed with faith in the One True God. She believed the God of
Israel and also acknowledged Him.
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Rahab - A Woman of God

She heard the message and acted on it in belief. The bible says in Romans 10:17,

And also we are called to be doers of the word and not to be hearers alone (James
1:22). Rahab here not only heard the message about God but acted on her faith.
Jericho being the entry point of Canaan is a land filled with idolatry and adultery. The
sins of the Canaanites were prominent within Jericho. They worshiped idols and built altars
for numerous gods and goddesses. So, Rahab came to a realization that, where she was
living was wrong. The picture of the Rahab as a harlot depicts the sinful nature of our old
man and we know we are in the wrong place. To come out of our sinful nature, we should
accept the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and become a new creation as Rahab accepted the
God of Israel. And when you become a new creation, you are not into your old sins
anymore and you are not going back to it. Also, Rahab after accepting the God of Israel, she
asks for a promise to the spies to let her family live so that she can dwell among them. She
wanted to live as a new person and she acts on it.
The spies gave her three instructions, which is also applicable to us today:

The spies asked her to remain silent and not to speak anything about their mission to
anyone in Joshua 2:14 (NIV),

The first instruction that was given to Rahab was not to tell anything to others out of her
family. Today, we often keep talking too much instead of focusing on the main thing which
we have to. We talk, talk, and talk. I recently learned a lesson that, talking much about an
issue is not going to help you come out of the issue but it doubles our problem by spreading
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like a fire. Yes, that is gossiping. Rahab was given a plan here and she was not supposed to
talk. She doesn’t know whether or not she will be saved by the spies.
Her heart would have been in a state of confusion or she would have been thinking all
the time what would happen to the children of Israel who are going to invade the city of
Jericho. But, she didn’t give any way to doubt. She believed that the God of Israel would
save her. So, she had her mouth shut until she was saved.

We need to cross the Jordan to
obtain what God has promised. If Rahab had not waited
patiently and started telling
everyone what had happened,
she wouldn't have dwelt
among the Children of Israel!

When God promises us something, it might not
happen immediately. We need to cross the Jordan to
obtain what God has promised. There would be
circumstances where you would feel, whether the
promise will come to pass or not. But we need to wait
on God patiently as Rahab did, to wait for His time
for the promises to come to pass. During the waiting
period, God would train you to become a person to
fully claim the promise He has for you. If Rahab had
not waited patiently and started telling everyone what
had happened, she wouldn’t have dwelt among the
Children of Israel.

The next Rahab was asked to do in Joshua 2:17-18 (NASB) was to tie a cord of
‘Scarlet Thread’ in her window,
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Rahab - A Woman of God

The sign of Rahab’s covenant of protection was a scarlet thread placed in a window.
And also, she was given a warning that, if her family is out of the house with the scarlet
cord, they are not responsible for what happens to them. We can see a similar incident
happening in Egypt during the last plague. The firstborn in every household was killed
except for the families of Israel, because of the blood of the lamb which had been sprinkled
on their doors. For you and me, we are saved from the eternal judgment if we enter the right
door – Jesus Christ, who shed His blood for us to save us from our sinful old nature. So, this
scarlet thread resembles the picture of Christ. This scarlet thread is a covenant reminder.
The Hebrew word for scarlet in Judges 2:18 is ‘shaniy’ (pronounced shaw-nee’) which
actually means scarlet, crimson and denotes the insect ‘coccusilicis’, the dried body of the
female insect yields a coloured matter, from which is made the dye used to colour a cloth
scarlet or crimson (Strong’s definition). And also the ‘worm’ mentioned in Psalm 22:6 is
to-lah which is again the female worm of ‘coccusilicis’. So, what is special about this
worm?
This female crimson worm gives birth once in her lifetime. After laying eggs on some
type of wood, a tree or fence post, she becomes so attached that she can only be physically
removed by tearing her body apart. The tiny worms stay under the protective covering of
their mother’s shell as they feed off the body of the mother. After the baby worms mature,
the mother dies while secreting a red substance that can be used as a dye. This red stain will
remain on these worms the rest of their lives. After three days the mother’s body turns
white, and her remains fall to the ground. In ancient times the remains of crimson worms
were scraped from trees, dried, and the crushed powder was used to dye cloth or garments
the colour red.
The characteristics of this worm are similar to Christ on the cross. Nobody forced Him
to sacrifice His life for us. The crimson worm knows that it won’t come alive from the tree
but it willingly gave its life for its young ones. And on the tree, the worm attaches itself to
the tree and for us, Christ kept Himself on the cross. It is His love for us made Him stay on
the cross. After three days, the dead mother Crimson worm’s body loses its crimson colour
17

and turns into a white wax which falls to the ground like snow. Similarly, Jesus sacrificed or
gave up his life on a tree so that his children might be washed with his crimson blood and
their sins cleansed white as snow. He died for us, that we might live through him!

The third thing Rahab was asked to do is to remain inside the house, which had been
marked by the scarlet chord. Joshua 2:19 says,

Six days Israel circled Jericho, doing nothing and on the seventh day they blew their
trumpets and claimed their victory. She would have heard screaming on the seventh day and
she was saved because of this scarlet thread. The Bible says her house was located on the
wall of Jericho (Joshua 2:15), but yet when the wall collapsed, her house didn’t get affected.
When we are covered by the by the blood of the Jesus Christ and remain under His wings,
we are protected and nothing will ever touch us (Psalm 91:1).
Rahab stayed inside the house and trusted God along with her households and they
were saved. Hebrews 11 lists only two women in the hall of faith, one is Sarah and the other
is Rahab. Though she was a prostitute, and a woman from the pagan nation, she was saved
with her household just because of her faith and trust in the Lord Whom she has heard
about. She acted upon the message and followed the true God till the end of her life. Rahab
would have sent the spies out considering the risk to hide them in her house, yet she
discussed her new faith and covered for them. Her life should have changed such that, King
David came in her generation and more than that, Christ was born through her generation
and she was mentioned in the genealogy of Christ. She was a woman who saved the two
spies and then her entire family. Her actions demonstrated her faith and her faith saved her
entire family.
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Rahab - A Woman of God

Rahab KNEW she was a sinner. She had heard about the power of God and she
believed in it. Not only that, she acted on what she heard so that she could have that power
in her life.

We need to act upon what we
have heard!

We need to act upon what we have heard. We need to
believe in Jesus Christ as Rahab believed on the
power of the God and accept Him as our savior and
confess our sins and surrender to Him.

Rahab was saved because she trusted in a promise. Her faith hung upon a scarlet
thread. But without relying on that promise, she would not have been saved. Similarly, our
salvation hangs upon a scarlet thread as well - the blood of Jesus Christ. You will be saved
only by relying on that promise - that His blood has the power to set you free and change
your life.
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C r o s s i n g Yo u r J o r d a n
In the last chapter, we learned about Rahab and the two spies. Now, these two spies
gave their report to Joshua saying that the Lord has delivered all the land into their hands
(Joshua 2:24)
LORD

It was their time to enter into the promise land which they have been eagerly waiting
for. Earlier, because of their unbelief, they have been wandering in the wilderness for 40
years and now their wait has come to an end. Now, they are ready to claim their inheritance
that God has provided them. And now there is a problem. What is that? To enter into the
land of Canaan they have to face a major obstacle: the River Jordan. Also, God has brought
them there during the period of harvest and so during
harvest, the River Jordan overflows (Joshua 3:15). They

God would do things in such

may not be able to cross this river on their own and only a way that no man can boast
God can help them cross it. God would do things in such a
way that no man can boast for doing that on their own and for doing that on their own!
the crossing of the River Jordan is one such an incident.
Every one of us faces a situation where we need to cross the Jordan to possess our
promises or inheritance from the Lord. There would be many obstacles coming on our way,
but, we can overcome it with the help of our God. With Him on our side, nothing is
impossible. I don’t know what kind of situation you may be facing now, but, I can assure
you that, Our God is greater than the problem we are facing and with His help we can break
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everything which is blocking our way and reach the Promised Land He has for us.
Here are some lessons we can learn from this incident to cross our ‘Jordans’ in our
life:

Joshua 3:3,

LORD

The first thing that was said to the people of Israel was to behold the ark of the
covenant of the Lord and follow it. In short, focus on it and follow it and don’t get diverted
on your way. The Ark of the Covenant represented the presence of God in the Old
Testament and so, when God moves they have to move and when God stops they have to
stop. The same is applicable to our lives. When God asks us to move we need to obey Him
and move forward and stop where He asks us to. How will we know that? Only when we
focus on Him rather than focusing on our problems.
The people, when they see the Ark of the Covenant
were asked to leave their place and go after it. So, not
only we should be focused on God, when He asks us
to move, we have to obey Him and move forward. We
need to leave our comfort zone sometimes and follow

We should be focused on God
than on our problems. We
need to step out of the

where He leads us to. It might not be an easy task to comfort zone, when He asks us
follow God, but it would end up in the best results. If
you want to overcome your obstacles and step into

to move forward!

the promise land, you have to stay focused on Him than your problems and follow Him
wherever He wants you to go.
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In Joshua 3:5, the Lord asked the people sanctify themselves and this was the next
step, the Israelites were asked to do.

LORD

The Hebrew word for sanctify is ‘qadash’ which means to consecrate, sanctify,
dedicate, prepare, be holy, be sanctified, be separate. So, if we want to follow God and do
His will, we need to set apart from this world and follow Him. We are sanctified through
Jesus Christ. The Bible says,

Israelites were asked to cleanse themselves and put away the things that were
displeasing to God. To see great things, they had to examine themselves and get prepared.
In the same way, to cross our ‘Jordans’ in our life, we need to examine ourselves and get
ourselves aligned with God.

The next thing God asked them to do was to have the priests take the Ark of the
Covenant and step into the Jordan so that it will part.
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Crossing Your Jordan

Here is the catch – Unless the priests step into the water, the River would not part. It
took a step of faith; they obeyed God and followed Him to see the miracle. If they might
have feared of drowning, the Israelites wouldn’t have entered Canaan. Sometimes, God
wants us to take a step of faith in our life to take the inheritance. But, we don’t do that, as
we want to be in the secure zone and we need an instant miracle in everything. God had a
plan for the Israelites and that required the faith of the people, for the plan to work. As long
as we are trying to solve our own problems we are not walking in faith. It is when we let
loose focus on our problems, step away from it and let the Lord have it, we can see Him
working on our lives. It is never about what we can do, it is always about what the Lord is
able to do.
When the priests stepped into the river, it parted and God opened a path for them to
cross the Jordan. When He takes care of our problems it would be done right and we need
not worry about it. The God who parted the River Jordan is the same today and forever.
Dear Friends, some of you may be in a tough situation. You may be thinking that
nobody is there to help you out to come out of the situation you are in. You may be worrying
about your future or may be facing a trouble in your married life or facing a troublesome
job. Whatever it is, you can cross over when you focus on God and allow Him to help you
cross your Jordan today. God is greater than the problems you are facing. Just take a step
of faith and see Him do miracles in your life.
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Lessons from the Stones
Memory – without which the world may collapse sometimes. If we don’t remember
our traffic rules, we might end up in an accident. If we don’t remember how to walk, we
might not be able to go to the place where we have to. Remembering things in our life is
very important.
What do you do when God does a miracle in your life or when He blesses you
abundantly? We hardly notice what God has done in our lives or we fail to acknowledge
Him. In the last chapter, we read how God helped the people of Israel to miraculously cross
over the River Jordan. It was a very big day for them. They were wandering in the desert for
40 years and have seen an entire generation dying in the wilderness for their disbelief and
disobedience. Now, it is the new generation that has crossed the River Jordan and ready to
conquer the land that God had promised. And there lies a land which God has promised
them before their eyes. They might have shouted and praised God as it was their first step
into their home.
God gave certain instructions to Joshua while crossing the river Jordan which calls an
important lesson for us too.
Let us look into the verses from Joshua 4: 1-3 (NIV),
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Lessons From The Stones

A question arises why God is asking to take those twelve stones? Why does He want
to do such things? The answer to this question lies in verse 6, which says,

God wants them to have a sign for the things that had happened. But why? He wants
them to remember what He has done in their life. Immediately, Joshua ordered the people
and he sent twelve men back to the riverbed of Jordan and asked them to carry the twelve
stones.
The Ark of the Covenant remained in the river until everything was finished as the
Lord had commanded them. When everything was done and the Ark was brought out of the
river, God relaxed His grip on the water and the river again flooded.

Everything in the Bible teaches

What does these stones means to us? Everything
in the Bible teaches us something related to our life

us something related to our life and these stones too teaches us some valuable
and these stones too teaches us lessons! If God asks us to do something, it is not
going to end up in vain. These stones had a

some valuable lessons!

meaningful purpose. This is what God asked the
children of Israel to do with these stones – When the

If God asks us to do something,

Israelites made their stop to camp at night, they took

it is not going to end up in vain. these stones and stacked them up and created a
memorial.
When we look back at the history of Israelites, they have seen many such miracles
done by God, yet they failed to trust and obey God. So now, crossing the Jordan, being a
new start for them after 40 years, God wants them to set a memorial, so that it serves as an
evidence for the next generation.
Here are few things which we need to remember from those stones:
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Look at the verses from 22 to 24 in Joshua chapter 4,

When the Israelites see these stacked stones, they would remember that they didn’t
cross the river Jordan on their own, but God supernaturally made them cross-over. We
ought to always remember that whenever we were in trouble, and when we had overcome it,
it was neither our wisdom nor money nor might that helped us to come out of it. It was He
who delivered us from the trouble we were facing. Whenever they see these stones, they
would remember, “God did this. By His power and faithfulness, we have crossed the river.”

God allows us to undergo
the ‘desert’ experience
through which we actually
get so close to Him.

When God does an amazing thing in our life, we
marvel at what He has done and we praise Him. However,
when we are in difficult path again, we tend to forget God
and sometimes, we even get upset at Him doubting His
existence. We get discouraged and start doubting Him.
God allows us to undergo the ‘desert’ experience through
which we actually get so close to Him.

Here, God asks us to set a spiritual memorial – a marker, where we can return during
our tough times and get renewed in our faith. When we remember the things He has done
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in our life, we will start trusting Him more. He has been faithful to us in our past and thus,
He will be the same today and forever, as He is the unchanging God. God asked the
Children of Israel to set up the rock piles that day so that they can come to the place and
remember the ‘Great Day’ when they crossed the River Jordan in a dry land.
How can we set our markers today? We live in the era where we have advanced
technologies giving us so many options. We can write it down or we can have a soft copy
typed in our computer or we can have a bible mark or ‘a verse to remember the day’
hanging on a wall. I have the habit of writing it down with the date and time and read it
whenever I feel low in spirit. Believe me! It really helps and boosts me up.

These stones functioned as a teaching tool for the next generation. These stones were
to ensure that those stories continue to be told to the next

Have you discussed your

generations for them to grow in faith. This is an important
teaching to all the parents to pass on their faith to the next

faith with your children?

generation. This is our responsibility.
Have you ever discussed your faith with your children? Have you told them the great
things that God has done in your life? We never share those things within our family but
spend hours sharing it with others. Sharing it with others is important but at the same time,
we need to discuss with our family members too. We don’t do that, as we haven’t grown up
seeing such things or we are afraid to share some things within our family or sharing it with
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them makes us accountable to be the ‘right person’ as they watch us more than anyone else.
It sometimes hurts, when sometimes we share things with our family and they don’t
reciprocate, as they consider us as the same ‘old’ person and never bother to see the change
in us.
When I got saved, it was very difficult for me to share my testimony within my family
as they couldn’t see the change immediately and thought I am the same ‘Old’ natured
person. But, sharing our faith and things what God has done is a worthy practice.
The Bible says in Proverbs 22:6 (NLT),

Joshua 4:24,
Lord
Lord

The stones were kept in a public place, such that the passers-by will know how God
helped His people cross the river. Everyone who sees the stones will be reminded of His
power. Miracles are not primarily for us but they are for God to proclaim His power. When
He does great things in our life, everyone will see the power and love of God through us.
Jesus asks us to be the light of the world in Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT),
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Dear friends, you may be facing a difficult situation today. Remind yourself of the
mighty acts of God. Remember His power and faithfulness in your past. The God who has
done great things in the past is the same today and He can do the same things today in your
life. God has pulled out some stones out of your lives which remain as reminders. They are
the ‘Faith Builders’ and use them as building blocks of your future. Be careful not to forget
those and keep sharing it with your family and others.
“Remember today and forever the mighty acts of God.” He Who has done it before
and will do it again.
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W i n n i n g Yo u r B a t t l e
The Israelites have taken their first step in faith and crossed over the Jordan. Now,
they are encamped in the land of Canaan and there lies a fortified city – Jericho before
them. Ancient history tells us that Jericho, a great walled city was surrounded by two
massive stone walls. The outer wall was 6 foot thick and 20 foot high, whereas the inner
wall was 12 foot thick and 30 foot high. This city has to fall first if the Israelites had to
claim all that God has given for them. It stands as an obstacle between the children of Israel
and the land that God has promised to them.
Winning over Jericho was very much important for them, and if they undergo defeat, it
would cause them despair and they may turn back. And also, this would be a test to their
faith and obedience to God, failure would stop them from enjoying God’s blessing for them.
In our life also, there are certain things rooted in us that prevent us from our spiritual walk
with our God. It might be your secret sin or root of bitterness and unforgiveness or
sometimes a relationship with a person which does not please God – Whatever it is, it lies as
a stronghold between you and God and that has to be torn down to continue your walk with
God. In this chapter, we will learn how to take down these strongholds and win over it:

Before the battle of Jericho, Joshua himself went to have a look at the city (Joshua
5:13). He would have gone there to devise a battle plan on how and where his people can
start attacking the city. It was there where he encountered a Man with a sword and Joshua
asks the Man whether He comes as a friend or a foe. The incident was registered in Joshua
5:13 as,
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And the reply was not as expected by Joshua which comes in the next verse,

Our past failures or sins, if
not treated properly will
cripple us!

This battle was a very important milestone for Joshua,
as it was for the Israelites. He would have got so many
questions in his mind and he should have faced an invisible
war in his mind before facing the visible one. He has to
overcome the thoughts of the past failures or He would

have reminded about the once disobedient people who failed to follow him and Caleb 40
years back. When God forbade them from entering into the land of Canaan before 40 years ,
the Israelites thinking of please God, went against them without the permission from God.
They were defeated earlier by the same people and Joshua was with them for 40 years
seeing them grumbling and murmuring against God. Those thoughts would have been
running in his heart. Yes, our past failures or sins, if not treated properly will cripple us.
Paul insists in Philippians 3:13-14 (NLT), that we should press towards our goal and
forget those which are behind.

The encounter of Joshua with the Lord teaches us several things that should be
followed in our life:
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Looking back the verse Joshua 5:13, Joshua questions the Man as,

Look at the question that Joshua asked. “Are you on our side or on the side of the
adversary?” Joshua was seeing things from his viewpoint. We need to see the Lord rather
than focusing on our problems. We spend too much time talking about our problems and
fail to look upon the Lord for the solution. Sometimes, our talks will be such that, we fail to
notice the solution which God gives as we keep spending our time thinking about the
problem alone.
Recently, one of my friends called me and was sharing her problems in her life and
requested me for a solution. I gave her more than ten solutions but she failed to listen to
what I was saying. Whenever I give a solution, she would start her story again from the first
and continue and end up asking me what can be done for that. I noticed that she was not
ready to try any solution which I suggested but rather kept talking about her problems,
which would steal her time as well as mine.
Do you listen to God as you pray or keep talking so that your ears are closed when He
speaks? To get a solution to our problems, our eyes should be focused on God and not on
our problems and our ears should be open to Him.

Now, back to the verse 14, Joshua got an awesome reply,
Lord
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When the messenger identified Himself as the Commander of the army of the Lord,
Joshua fell on his face to the earth. The greatest significance of this meeting for Joshua was
that he was not fighting alone.
God assures the victory over Jericho in Joshua 6:1-2 (NIV),

God assures Joshua that, He has already given Jericho into the hands of Joshua. When
God is in command and we are on His side, we have already won the war.

When God is in command

This encounter of Joshua with the Lord is not only an
encouragement to him but also, God was there to give

and we are on His side, we instructions to win the battle. It means that God was in
have already won the war.

command of the battle that was about to happen and Joshua
was not alone in the battle.

The Lord of the hosts was with him and Joshua was not going to fight with his own
strength and power. This would have been a tremendous encouragement to Joshua.
In our life, we might be battling against the Jerichos
and only when we conquer them, we can enjoy the

Trying to overcome the

blessings that God has for us in our life. Every day, we Jericho in your life on your
ought to battle. The good news is that We do not face the
battle alone. When we are open to Him and surrender
ourselves, God is the captain and by faith in Him, we will

own, will result only in
failure

get the victory over our Jerichos.
There might be something standing on our way, as a barrier between us and God. Only
when we look unto Him, we will be able to tear it down. Trying to overcome the Jericho in
our life on our own, will result only in failure.
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When a nation battles against another, they would have
several strategies designed on how to win the battle. If plan
A fails, they would have an alternate plan B. I am sure that

In human terms, the plan
might appear foolish!

Joshua and his people would have thought several plans on how to attack Jericho. But God
had an unusual plan devised for them in Joshua 6:3-5(AMP),

These are the strange instructions that Joshua received from the Lord that day to battle
against Jericho. Some might have thought that Joshua has gone crazy when he shared the
battle plan given by God to the people of Israel. In human terms, this plan appears foolish.
Following such a plan demanded FAITH, OBEDIENCE, COURAGE AND PATIENCE
from the Israelites.


They had to completely trust God and believe that, God would accomplish what He
said through Joshua.



They had to obey everything that God said through Joshua, whatever it was.



When they obey what God has told them to do and walk around the walls of Jericho
without any other army weapons, it requires courage because they are exposing
themselves to danger as they walk around the walls.
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Along with this, they had to be patient because the walls would not fall down on the
very first day as they march. They wouldn’t see any progress until the seventh day.
Following this unusual strategy, no one would be in any doubt as to Who had given

them the victory. When God gives us the clear instructions, it is our choice to follow or not.
Once the Israelites failed to obey His voice and wandered in the desert for 40 years.
Sometimes we neglect it thinking we have better plans than God. We might have some
‘Jericho’ in our life which cannot be conquered by our own ways but it can be conquered
only when the Lord intervenes and when He does, we need to obey Him and have faith in
Him and follow His instructions. Also, the victory might not come immediately. We have to
patiently wait for His time.

The people of Israel were instructed to remain silent until they hear a word ‘shout’ the
seventh day in Joshua 6:10,

In our life too, we need to stay silent to hear the whisper of God in our ears. Often, in
our prayer, we have plenty of to-do lists for God and keep on talking, instead of listening to
Him. Prayer is a two-way communication. When we communicate our problems to Him, we
should also give our ears to Him for the solution and to hear that, we need to be silent. If we
keep talking instead of staying quiet, when He is talking, we may miss out the great plans
and instructions of God for our life.

The Children of Israel did everything as the Lord said. They could have battled in their
own way as they knew that the people in Jericho were already afraid because of the progress
of Israel. But, the people of Israel obeyed God and did it in the Lord’s way. Yes, they just
35

All that was heard was
the sound of the ramhorn trumpets and the

walked around the wall. That’s what God asked them to do
and they experienced the victory. How would the people of
Jericho have reacted seeing this? I am sure many would have
watched them from the walls. They would have expected
Israelites to attack, but instead of attacking, they would have

pounding of the soldier’s seen them walking. All that was heard was the sound of the
ram-horn trumpets and the pounding of the soldier's feet
upon the ground. This was repeated for 6 days.
By this time, the people in Jericho were no doubt mocking and jeering at the Israelites.
Then on the seventh day, they walked around the city seven times. When they had finished
the seventh lap, the priests gave a long blast on the trumpets and the people of Israel
shouted with a great shout! It wasn't the shout of an attacking army, it wasn't a shout of fear,
but it was a shout raised in praise to their God Who had promised them the victory. When
the people shouted, the walls fell down flat and Israel ran into the city and utterly destroyed
it. That was a great victory!
These are the reasons for the victory of the Israelites over Jericho:
1.

They heard the Word of God.

2.

The had faith in God.

3.

They obeyed Him and acted in faith.

4.

They did everything as God said and executed His plan.

And the result is that, they were victorious.
What are you facing right now? Do you have any Jericho in your life that has to be
torn down? Does it look like you cannot conquer it? Let me remind you friend, the Jericho
in your life can fall down. You need to handle your Jericho, the Lord’s way, as the Israelites
did.
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He can do the impossible and He is still the same miracle working God. Bring
everything to Him and watch Him pulling your strongholds down.
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O u r C a u s e Fo r Fa i l u r e
Israel had a tremendous victory over Jericho in Joshua chapter 6, whereas, the start of
chapter 7 says God was angry at the Children of Israel. We saw in the last chapter that
Israelites followed the strange instructions given by God and tasted the victory over Jericho.
That was their first victory in their Promised Land. No doubt that they would have rejoiced
over the Lord for this victory. But something angered the Lord, which we will see in this
chapter and the consequences of one man’s sin and how we can get back on track with God!
Sometimes we come out of a great victory and see ourselves defeated in the next.
Having the greatest victory against Jericho, Joshua sent a spy to the City of Ai, which was
at the east side of Bethel. And the spies return saying that, “Joshua, only a few people are
there. So, why should we take all the people to defeat them? They are less in number. We
can get over them easily.”

The immediate verse (Joshua 7:4) that follows explains about their defeat of the 3000
men who went to battle against Ai,

It says that about three thousand men went to battle against Ai, but all that they got
was defeat. They failed in their mission. Sometimes, we come across the biggest enemy
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Jericho and fail at the smallest ‘Ai’. Why do they fail at this smallest community? The
reasons are as follows:

The root cause for the defeat at ‘Ai’ is the disobedience of a single person. We already
knew that Israelites faced a consequence of wandering in the desert for 40 years for their
disobedience. And here comes a man named ‘Achan’, who took some of the accursed
things and kept it for himself. What are these accursed things? We saw God giving a clear
instruction to the people of Israelites that, they should burn everything. But, He asked them
to take all the silver, gold, the vessels of bronze and iron and consecrate them for Him in
Joshua 6:18,

But this man Achan hides a beautiful Babylonian garment which is an accursed thing
and hid it in the middle of his tent. And this has brought a curse not only to his family but to
all the children of Israel.

Covetousness will lead us to
stop enjoying our blessings
from God.
It is like a virus which spreads
across and spoils our spiritual
fruit

In our life too, when we are in the spiritual journey,
Satan would try to divert us by giving us so many
offers that would be very pleasing to our worldly
eyes. The sin of Eve, because of her lust for the fruit,
brought the whole human race to slavery. Remember
the sin of Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, who coveted
by the money and ended up having leprosy.
Covetousness will lead us to stop enjoying our
blessings from God. It is like a virus which spreads
across us and spoils our spiritual fruit.
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The ‘lust of the eye’ in Eve resulted in disobedience to God. When we covet other
things or when we get jealous seeing other people’s growth, it will bring its other friends
along with it which will result in blocking our blessing from God.

In the last chapter, we saw an encounter of Joshua with the Commander of the army of
Hosts. But while going against ‘Ai’, we don’t see either Joshua or the Children of Israel
discussing the matter with God. We couldn’t see the Ark of the Covenant going with them.
The victory of the first battle made them over-confident that they forget to look upon God
and went with their own strength.
We too do the same, when we are flooded with
so many blessings and victories; we forget God in our

Wearing our armor without

life and move to the next battle without prayer and spending enough time with God
our regular time with God. W

without

spending enough time with God is an utter waste as

is an utter waste!

we wouldn’t know how to use our armor against our enemy. Only when we spend time with
God and move forward, we will know what has to be done.
If the Israelites or Joshua had asked God, what should be done against ‘Ai’, God
would have revealed the sin of ‘Achan’ beforehand and they wouldn’t have suffered the
worst defeat against a small group of people. Sometimes, we do the same mistake of
jumping ahead without consulting God and end messing it up.

Nowhere in the passage does it say that Joshua and his people prayed to God before
invading ‘Ai’. Look at the report of the spies and how they went against ‘Ai’ in Joshua 7:25 (NLT),
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They didn’t take the Ark of the Covenant with them to the battlefield. In the Old
Testament, the Ark symbolizes the presence and power of the God. The past victory has
made them think that they can handle things on their own. They thought that their enemy
was so small and so, they went to the battle with their own strength, without the power of
God and the result was that they failed.
In our life too, the enemy may look so small. For example, you may think ‘lying’ is a
small sin, for example. But, you can’t control your mind from lying if you do not surrender
and give yourself to God relying on His power. In your mind, if you think that, you can
control your thoughts, without the help of God, then, it would result in failure. You may be
facing a trouble today. You may be trying to come out of a stronghold in your life. But, you
cannot overcome that with your power or your strength. We cannot fight the flesh and the
devil with our power and when we try to do it, we will fail for sure.
Here, Israel had their confidence on their power and strength and alas, they fled from a
small community of people when compared to the fortified City Jericho, ending up in a
defeat. How many times, have you failed to leave it to the God, rather than taking it in your
own hands? All we need to do is, to give the Captain seat to the Lord and trust Him to lead
us to victory.
Paul says in Philippians 4:13 as,
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So, when we surrender ourselves to Him and let Him take over our control, we can
achieve the things which are not possible with human mind and power.

In Joshua 7:3, we can see that the spies return from ‘Ai’, and ask Joshua not to take
everyone to the battlefield. They might have thought people need rest from the previous
battle.

The responsibility given to the people of Israel was to fight against the people and take
over the land. God didn’t ask few to fight and few
to rest. They took the responsibility on their own
hands and thought of resting when they needed to
fight, forgetting the responsibility which was
given by God to them at this point. We knew

We sometimes misplace the
responsibilities God has given us
and engage with other things.

about the sin of David which he committed while roaming around his palace, when he
should have been actually in the battle field.
In our life too, we misplace the responsibilities God has given us and engage with
other things. The sad part is sometimes we give more importance to the ministry of God
than giving more importance to Him and spending time with Him. I have seen people
running and running, doing their ministry. Doing ministry for God is good, but at the same
time, when we do it without spending out time with God, we will start decaying spiritually.
And we are accountable for the task, what God has given to us. I have misplaced my
responsibility often with other tasks and sometimes have come out of the responsibility out
of fear. But, when we do that, we are heading for trouble. (The result of David not going to
the battlefield resulted in losing his first son through Bathsheba).
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Now we have seen the causes for the defeat, now we will see how we can come back on
track with God:

After the defeat, the immediate thing that Joshua did was waiting on God in prayer. In
Joshua chapter 7, the verse 6 says,

LORD

The first thing we need to do when we face Waiting is not for our time to come,
troubles or every time we end up messing up is to
spend time with God. Sometimes, we need to wait

instead it is for His things to happen

on God. That’s the part that most of us don’t want

at His perfect time!

to do.
We live in a world, where technology has grown so much and everything happens
instantly, like booking a cab in a minute, ordering things we needed online in a minute
without waiting on queues, doing transactions online without wasting time at bank counters
and so on. And thus, our life has become so busy that we don't want to wait on God even for
5 minutes for Him to speak. Recently, I had a call from my friend who wanted me to give
an advice about her marriage. She was 28 years old and thus she was worried that it is
getting too late for her marriage. She was in prayer for so long that she lost her patience as
things were not working out. But, waiting is not for our time to come, instead it is for His
things to happen at His perfect time.
You might be waiting for your marriage, or waiting for a child or waiting to get a good
job or waiting to start a business or whatever it is. Only thing, we need to remember to do is
to allow things to happen in His time and when we try to do things in our own time, it
would end up a disaster.
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Joshua waited till evening before the ‘Ark of the Covenant’ for God to speak.

This is a very easy task for us in our lives, whatever happens in our life, we put our
blame on God or the others. This is the generational sin that has come from the Garden of
Eden where Adam and Eve started blaming each other for the mistake they had done. Look
at the verse in chapter 7 from verses 7 to 9,

See what Joshua has done. He thought the defeat in the battle was because God let
them into the hands of the people of ‘Ai’. Often times, when we are in trouble, we also
commit the same mistake of blaming God for putting us in the midst of those troubles
instead of thinking why we are in the place we are.
When there is a trouble in our lives, we need to look within and see where the problem
is. When there is a lack of power in my life, the problem is neither with God nor with
others. The problem is always with me!

God tells Joshua, that there is an accursed artefact in the camp. The process God asks
to do here is also applicable to us when dealing with our sins. Let us see what it is and
explore ourselves..

Have you done your SICR in your life?
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Sanctify yourself – The first instruction that the Lord asked Joshua to do was to
sanctify them. This is the foremost and an important step in our spiritual walk with
God. 2 Corinthians 7:1 says,

And how are we sanctified today? When we accept Jesus Christ as our savior we are
cleansed by His blood. It was Hebrews 10:10 as,



Identify the Sin – God knows our secret sins. Hebrews 4:13 says that nothing is
hidden from the sight of the Lord (And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but
all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account). And
we have to identify it before the Lord when He shows us. The Lord reveals to Joshua
about the accursed sin in the camp of Israel and He asks to put a lot according to the
tribe and then according to the family to expose the sin. In our spiritual walk too, God
will sometimes search in depth of our heart and expose our sin to us.



Confess the sin – after identifying ‘Achan’ as the person who had hidden the accursed
things in his tent, the next thing Joshua asked him to do is to confess what he has done
in Joshua 7:19,

LORD

God desires for us to confess and repent our sins. Achan didn’t come forward to
confess his sin here. He remained silent when everything was going there. May be,
God would have saved him, had he himself came forward and cried and repented
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repented before God. 1 John 1:9 says that, if we confess and repent our sins before
God, He is grateful enough to forgive our sins.



Remove the sin – when the sin is identified, confessed and when we repent ourselves,
it is important that we never go back to same sin again. You have to remove the things
which are not pleasing to God from your to get closer to Him, so that you can enjoy
the spiritual victory. God asked to remove the entire family of Achan from the camp
by stoning them. This is what we have to do in our life too when things don't please
God. We need to remove them totally from us. It is a difficult process but we can do it
when we surrender ourselves to God and let Him control our life.
When all these things (SICR) are done (Sanctify, Identify, Confess and Remove), God

gives them a promise that they will gain victory over ‘Ai’ and as God promised, they went
and took over the land.
Be careful in your spiritual progress, not to be diverted in half way of
your journey. Notice what Achan said about his sin – I saw… I

Check the

coveted… I took (Joshua 7:21). This is the pattern that sin always

verse in James

follows from the start of Genesis. Eve saw the fruit to be pleasant to

1:13-15!!

her eyes, so she took and ate it. David saw Bathsheba and sinned
against God. It is and will be this way in nearly any instance of sin you
can name.
See how sin progresses in the verse from James. You see it; it looks pleasant to your
flesh; you want it and then you take it. Sin is always the same. When we see it, we should
flee from it as Joseph did (Genesis 39:12).
And Achan didn’t even use what he had stolen. Achan sinned and died for nothing!
The items he stole were no good to him at all and that has become a trap for him as well as
his family.
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Notice that, God asks to take all the spoils, this
time in ‘Ai’ for themselves (Joshua 8:27). If Achan

He ran ahead of God to grab

would have waited and obeyed God, he would have got things that were not from God
all the riches. He ran ahead of God to grab things that
were not from God and as a result, he lost everything

but he lost everything he had

he had.
Dear friends, is there any sin in your life that needs to be confessed and repented before
God. Do it before it’s too late. If not, it might be a hindrance not only to you but also to
your loved ones in your family. Get right with God today! God knows what it takes to touch
your heart, and He isn’t afraid to touch that heartstring if He knows it will bring you to
repentance. If we will come to the Lord in humble repentance, those sins, that have the
potential to cause us so much trouble, can be taken care of today. Just come to Him, confess
to Him, repent, and your Achan heart can be transformed into a door of hope.
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Check It Out
We studied in the last chapter that, after experiencing a humiliating defeat in ‘Ai’,
Israel identified what is the problem is and regained their lost victory over ‘Ai’. We cannot
blame ‘Achan’ as a sole reason for the defeat. It was also the approach of Joshua and the
children of Israel. A twist!! Have you noticed in the last chapter whether Joshua or the
children of Israel approaching God before attacking ‘Ai’? Without seeking the counsel of
God, they went with few people to attack ‘Ai’ and hence, suffered a great defeat (Read
Joshua 7 again to have a check).
The problem was that, instead of asking the Lord, what has to be done; they
themselves took the part of ‘decision making’. This should have been a lesson to the people
of Israel. It is simple - ’Without asking God, do nothing’. Many a times, we take the same
decision. But, do we follow that.? A big No! Israelites too failed to remember the lesson
they learnt from the defeat at ‘Ai’. Here is an other story which serves as a warning lesson
for us on what would happen if we take things on our hand without seeking the counsel of
God. We sometimes try to compromise with things which we shouldn’t and end up getting
trapped in it.
This is the background of the story (Read Joshua 9 before reading this chapter to have
better understanding). After the defeat of Ai, the other nations thought of getting together to
and fight against Israel, whereas there was one nation who followed a different tactic
against Israel. They thought of tricking the Israelites by saying that they are from the distant
country and thus they could sign a treaty between them. They deceived the people of Israel
and here are some lessons from them:
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BEWARE!
He comes as a friend or
a person with a speech like a
honey. He might come as anything to deceive you!!

In the previous chapters, we were learning about
the battles that we have to fight against the enemy and
this is one such battle to claim our inheritance. When I
was a kid, the devil was portrayed to me as a dark
person with two horns on its head. But, when I started
getting close to God, He started showing me that, the
enemy is not the way we were taught when we were
kids. He might come as a friend to divert you from
seeking God or a person with a speech like a honey
stealing our time when we have to set right with God

and so on.. Satan comes in a disguise to steal our inheritance and that’s why Paul warns us
in 2 Corinthians 11:14 about him, saying,

Here are the two things which we need to be very careful which we learn from Gibeonites:

The main reason we often get deceived is when we fail to see the truth behind it. When
Eve looked at the fruit, it was pleasant to her eyes. That was how she got deceived at
first. Our sight is very important. And the enemy comes in such a way that it would be
very pleasant to our eyes. That’s why, Jesus explains us that the eye is the lamp of the
body in Matthew 6:22-23,
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The Gibeonites portrayed themselves as people who are coming from a country very
far. To make this point strong, they carried old sacks and old wineskins which were
torn. In Joshua chapter 9, we can see from verses 4 to 6 the craftiness of these people,

When the Gibeonites showed him their clothes, their food and their broken wineskins,
Joshua believed what they said.
Once I went to a grocery shop to get some fruits for my daughter. I took some fruits
and was about to do the billing for the same as I saw those fruits to be very nice. My
husband who was watching this, came and took the fruit and he said that this apple
won’t be tasteful as you expect.

When your spiritual vision gets
dim through neglect of the
Word of God and prayer, you

This is how sometimes we fall into traps. We see
that they are pleasant to our eyes and easily fall into
traps if we do not inspect them. God has given us the
spirit of discernment and that would work only when
we follow the Holy Bible and the Holy Spirit. When

will be very susceptible to the your spiritual vision gets dim through neglect of the
Word of God and prayer, you will be very susceptible

tricks and traps of the enemy.

to the tricks and traps of the enemy.

It is impossible to have the victory over him when we neglect the very things which
are designed to make us strong!
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Check It Out

When the Gibeonites came to the Israelites, they didn’t even take that matter to the
Lord in prayer. Deception comes in such a way that, it does not allow us to take the
matter to the God. If Eve had taken the matter to the Lord, instead of eating the fruit,
just think how it would have been? That is the way of deception. It just blinds our eyes
and then blocks our heart from seeking the Lord. Have a look at the verse in Joshua
9:14,

The Gibeonites did everything craftily that the Israelites believed what they said and
forgot to seek the counsel from the Lord. Their aim was to trick Israel. And Satan too
will try to deceive us through his plans and try to execute it on us. Beware of every
impulse that comes into your mind. Check out everything by the word of God and seek
his counsel always to not fall into the traps.

Turn back to Joshua 9:9-13,
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The first thing the Gibeonites did was: they made themselves look like they came from
a distant land. Then they lied. They claimed of something that they are not. This is how the
devil will operate in our lives. Sometimes, he talks in a sweeter voice to trick us as he did
with Eve, or he will start accusing us saying, “You are a sinner. You are inferior. You are
not beautiful… Don’t heed the words of the devil. Everyone is unique in His creation and
don’t ever fall into the trap for the deceptive words that come from the devil. He will use
slick and enticing speech to get you to yield to his plans for your life. In other words, the
devil will give you every reason in the world to justify the things he wants you to do. Then
when you have followed him and are out of God’s will and in trouble, he will discard you
like a piece of trash and leave you to rot in your sins. Paul warns us in 2 Corinthians 2:11
that satan will try to gain advantage over us, if we are ignorant of his schemes,

We saw how deception works, and now let’s see its effects:
The Israelites were given instructions to destroy everything and everyone in the land
they were about to possess. This is because, the inhabitants of Canaan were following Baal,
Ashtoreth and other gods and goddess and thus, God wants Israelites to be separated from
them. But now the Gibeonites have signed a treaty with the Israelites, they have to stay true
to their promise. They had made a covenant with them. Similarly, we are separated from
this world (Romans 12:2, John 15:19), but often our flesh is too weak such that we end up
following the world sometimes. If you let him, the devil will get you into such a shape that
the Lord cannot bless and use you at all! Our enemy is very deceptive and disruptive, and
given the chance, he will defeat and destroy our life.
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Check It Out

What will you do when you are being deceived? Here are few things which we can
learn from Joshua to react when we are deceived. Joshua, when he found that he and his
people were deceived by Gibeonites:



He confronted them immediately – When he found out what these people had done
for them, he went straight to them and confronted them for their acts (Joshua 9:22-23)



He controlled them immediately – Yes, Joshua and the Israelites had made a mistake
with the Gibeonites and that couldn’t be reversed. But what Joshua did was, he used it
for the glory of the Lord. He made them to work as woodcutters and water carriers for
the congregation and for the altar of the Lord (Joshua 9:26,27). The mistakes which
we have done cannot be reversed, but it can stopped and controlled before it grows
into a big tree and start yielding bad fruits when we get right with the Lord and serve
Him faithfully.

We need to learn from our sins and our failures so that we do not fall into those same traps
again. Either we will control our sins, or they will control us. The choice is yours. There is
forgiveness where there is repentance!
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New Challenges - Same God
We saw in the last few chapters that Israelites faced victory as well as defeat. We
have seen them claiming their victory over Jericho but failed to conquer the city of Ai at
first, and conquered the same when they repented. And we also saw the deception of the
Gibeonites and how they made a covenant with the people of Israel and how Joshua turned
them to work for the altars of God. The Israelites in all their ups and downs continued
moving forward. This is the greatest lesson we can learn today. In our life, we might
sometimes lose our battle and face discouragement, destruction or fear. But, what God
wants us to do is not to quit from it. We need to keep moving forward in our battle.
Claiming our inheritance is not simple as we think. We need to cross over our Jordan
and then defeat the Jericho, which represents the worldly things. And then we need to defeat
the Ai, our flesh and then comes the biggest enemy, Gibeon – the deception. Every day of
our life is a battle and we are on a battlefield even when we are sleeping.

Our responsibility is to complete the conquest. It is one thing to begin a race well but
what is important is how you finish it. It is one thing to begin to apply the principles of
spiritual growth to your Christian life, but it is another to follow through to victory. Joshua
had to face many kings in the battle and keep on moving forward. He did not get weary nor
did he quit. The same applies to us today. We have to face new challenges every day. Every
day, when we move out of our house, we are into a battlefield where we sometimes end up
in failure. But don’t ever quit. God is in control. Many a times in my life I have felt like
leaving everything and run away from this world because of fear, discouragement but He
never ever quits trying to keep my foot on track and always yielding His sufficient grace
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New Challenges - Same God

to keep moving forward.

When we see the battles fought by Israel to claim Canaan, we note that, without the
help of God, they didn’t conquer anything. Only when they did let God to take up the
captainship of the battle, they had victories. We should remember that we serve and worship
the “With-Us” God. God is with us. So when He commands us to a battle, it is not to lose.
Without doubt we will take victory in our hands, because God will help us defeat our foes.
And we have to remember that these are the three things matters the most in the life of a
Christian: Faith, Obedience, and patience. And above all, we need to seek God, whatever
matter it may be.

If you have read the story of Israelites, you would have noticed the reason for their
wandering in wilderness for 40 years. It was the report of the spies (except Joshua and
Caleb) which made the people of Israelites to fear and made them quit moving forward (to
know the story read Numbers 13). The people of Israel thought that they look like
grasshoppers before them
After 40 years in wilderness, they faced the same giants. Forty years earlier the fearinspiring giants caused the Israelites to feel like “grasshoppers” but now Joshua trod them
underfoot like grass in a field. Joshua’s accomplishments are noteworthy against such odds.
It was possible because he trusted God. One writer put it this way: “As long as we can think
up possible answers – we depend on human ingenuity – or luck – or coincidence – etc.
Then, when alternatives are exhausted and there is nowhere else to turn…We give God His
chance”. How much better it is to trust God no matter what.

Joshua later faced so many kings and armies which are more superior. When Joshua
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was fearful of the size and armament of the foe, he overcame it by God’s promise found in
Joshua 10:6,

The Lord had previously promised the children of Israel in Deuteronomy 20:1,

The psalmist declares, (20:7)

Joshua obeyed the God’s command and moved forward when God said move. He was
not hesitant to accept new challenges that came on his way. With calm courage and fearless
faith, Joshua faced all the unexpected challenges. We, like Joshua, dare not draw back when
faced with new challenges to advance. The LORD goes before us. He prepares the way. He
overcomes the opposition. He enables us to take new ground for His glory. He was the same
God forever. Remember, He has already given us the victory. Our challenge is to grab it
without leaving way for the Satan.
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